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in a sepulchre.* The festivities last for three or more days, and
during that time a sort of fair is held enlivened by various games,
amongst others climbing a greased pole. On each day there is a
sacrifice of goats ; and it is important that their heads should be
struck off by one blow of an unwieldy two-handled sword. For
people of consequence a bullock is added to the goats, and the
flesh of all is distributed amongst the people with plenty of pork
and strong drink. The most striking feature of the ceremony is
the dance which is performed on these occasions for which all
their finery is preserved. The men decked out in jackets of satin
or velvet or broadcloth of the brightest hue, red, green, purple
or yellow, with silken turban, plumed with peacock or
other feathers, with gold and silver earrings, bangles and
chains, with silken dhooties, and often with a bright chudder of
silk or broadcloth, a gaily decorated quiver with arrows hanging
at their back, and armed with the two-handed sword and shield
which they continually clash together, dance in a circle a wild
but monotonous measure, accompanied by discordant music, firing
of musketry and long-continued howling.

The village maidens, meanwhile, swathed mummy-fashion in
*the most gorgeous of silks and muslins of eveiy procurable colour
and loaded with silver chains and ornaments, stand in a circle,
and, with eyes demurely cast on the ground, execute an unvary-
ing pas which consists in bringing the heels and toes alternately
and very slowly together. The only picturesque thing about
them is their head dress which is formed of a circlet of silver
rising into a spear-head ornament behind. These gold and silver
ornaments as used by men and women on. these occasions are
their most cherished possession and are handed down as heir-
looms. A Kassiah would almost rather starve than part with a
set when once possessed. They are sometimes worth as much as
seven or eight hundred rupees* But here as in more civilized
life they are often hired for the occasion.

The Kassiah national weapon is the bow and arrow, but they
^re by no means skilful archers, and their war arrow is so heavily
barbed with iron as to render it a most uncertain missile.

Of religion they cannot be said to have any definite idea.
They have a sort of belief in a Supreme Being, but their dread of
a spirit of evil is much more prominent than their confidence in
a spirit of good. They have great faith in omens, their principal

~ * It is not absolutely necessary that the whole body should be kept far
the ceremony. When there is any difficulty about this, as in the case of a
man dying at a distance from his home, a bone or a piece of a "bona is suffi-
cient, to fulfil the positive requirement.